The Ending of Controversie 1970
Behind 538 Aurora Street . g
Easton, Maryland 21601

The house is built of brick, in English bond with random
stretchers in the header course with diaper work. It was
reconstructed from a structure west of Easton on Villa Road
which was destroyed in the 1930's. It was presumeably the
1670 home of thé well-known Quaker, Wenlocke Christison, a
pioneer of freedom of religion in Maryland. It is a reconstruc-
tion built in 1970 by Dr. Henry Chandlee Forman, F.A.I.A,
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Dr, H., Chandlee Forman has reconstructed a portion of a structure
which stood west of Easton on Villa Road until it was destroyed in the
1930's. According to Dr. Forman, the structure was the 1670 home of
Wenlocke Christison, a Quaker and pioheer of religious freedom of
Maryland.

The building is one and a half stories in height with a steeply
pitched gable roof and a brick gable end on the west. The structure
faces north and stands in a neighborhood of twentieth century houses.,

This is a one-bay building with a large room on the first floor.
The large interior fireplace is located against the brick gable where
there is a broad enclosed chimney with a corbelled cap and a white bond
of two courses. Brick bonding and pattern is quite interesting: the
regularity of the English bond is broken by random stretchers in the
header course; and the floor line of the upper half story is marked
by four courses of stretchers. There are random glazed headers and
diaper work along the coves. There are two two=-light casement windows
on each floor. The windows are secured by plain, wide frames and penny
end strap hinges.

The other three elevations are covered with random width board
and batten siding. The joist ends are exposed, Barge boards finish
the roof at the eaves.

The building is used as a studio and a workshop, and the interior
details are both reconstructions and antique, The fireplace opening
is very wide; there is an enclosed corner stair beside the fireplace.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ending of Controversie is interesting both as a reconstruc-
tion and as a document of an old house now lost. The diaper work
and bonded chimney, as well as the exposed joists, are architectural
elements not seen in the town of Easton; and the building itself
represents a period of Talbot County's history which preceeded the
founding of the town. Therefore, this reconstruction is a physical
document which contributes to the wide range of historical architec-
ture represented in the town.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
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